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DATES TO REMEMBER:DATES TO REMEMBER:DATES TO REMEMBER:DATES TO REMEMBER:

� National Hot Dog Day: July 21st

� Independence Day: July 4th

� NASA’s 50 Year Anniversary: July 29th

� Civic Club Meeting: July 14th, 7pm @ St. Austin Center

� Board of Directors Meeting: July 15th, 7pm @ St. Austin 

Center

� Super Neighborhood: Tues, July 8th, 6:30pm, St. Austin 

Center 

DATES TO REMEMBER:DATES TO REMEMBER:DATES TO REMEMBER:DATES TO REMEMBER:

� Positive Interaction Program (P.I.P.): Mon, July 21st, 

6:30pm, Eastside Substation, 7525 Sherman 

� Curbside Recycling: Mondays, July 14th & 28th

� Heavy Trash: Mon., July 14th

� Newsletter Deadline – July 18th - If you would like to submit 

an article just call (713) 775-1443 or email 

idylwoodeditor@yahoo.com

Upcoming Civic Club Elections
submitted by Idylwood Civic Club Elections Committee: Hugo Banda, Nancy Doyle, Lee Barcácel

Here’s a short quiz:

Q: Why is Idylwood such a great place to live?  A: Because of the great people who live here!

Q: Why do home values in Idylwood increase steadily during good economic times, and remain stable during hard 
times?  A: Because the Idylwood Civic Club has worked hard to ensure that our deed restrictions remain in-force over 
the last 70+ years

Q:  How can you make Idylwood an even better place to live? A:  By becoming more involved -- by attending civic club 
meetings, participating in neighborhood projects, and volunteering to run for civic club offices. 

July and August of each year, residents elect officers and directors for our civic club.  Even though Idylwood has 
enjoyed an influx of new residents over the last few years, very few new residents volunteer to run for the Board of 
Directors.  We believe that the Board of Directors should reflect our community (i.e., age, race, and gender of our 
current residents).  We also believe, that only by attracting new residents to the Board of Directors and the civic club 
meetings, will Idylwood continue to thrive and grow. So, don’t be shy about putting your name on the ballot for the 
Board of Directors and campaign for the position by getting your neighbors and friends to vote for you. Or, if you know 
someone you think might be a good candidate, go ahead and nominate them. We’ll take care of the rest. 

NOW is the time to NOMINATE.  Here’s how:

Contact one of the Nominating Committee members, via e-mail, or by phone:

Hugo Banda (Chairman): HBanda1920@yahoo.com 713-928-5737

Nancy Doyle NDoylePT@hotmail.com 713-921-2758

Lee Barcácel EyeSmart@sbcglobal.net 713-926-5451

Nominations will be accepted up to July 10, 2008.  Write-in candidates are permissible up until the last ballot is cast at 
our August Civic Club meeting (election night).

Early Voting:  July 21- August 11, 2008.  Ballots will be available soon! Vote early by mailing in your ballots to: Nancy 
Doyle at:  6663 Lindy Lane- Houston, TX 77023  If you prefer to have your ballot picked up in person, please contact 
one of the Nominating Committee members. So look for candidates’ statements and more information on voting in our 
next newsletter. 
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You Have Spoken, About Spurlock Park
Submitted by Sally Lehr
You are enthusiastic about restoring the limestone wall in the park.  That is what we discovered from the 45 returned 
surveys from our neighbors.  Many thanks for your input.
Our Civic Club president, Maggie Mottesheard, is working with the Parks Department and Councilmember James 
Rodriquez to obtain funding to rebuild the wall.  Three bids have been taken. Thanks so much to those of you who have 
already made contributions to the Park fund, as well as to the many of you who have offered to help with funds for this 
task. Once an agreement has been completed, you can anticipate that the Parks Committee is going to ask the survey 
respondents and other neighbors to contribute funds to help complete that task.
You may know that the previously collected funds for the Park were allocated and more-than-matched by the Houston 
Parks Board to build the new sidewalk and bridge on the west side of the park.  Commitments for more lighting have 
been made by the City of Houston Parks Department. 
The survey results included other interesting information.  For example, while two-thirds of the respondents thought that 
flowers around the Spurlock Park sign, seating for adults throughout the park, and planting a perennial bed in the 
retaining wall area were “desirable or highly desirable,” these neighbors did not assign any of these items a high 
“priority” in the total scheme of park improvements.  Creating a wildflower area, as well as a walking trail around the 
south edge of the park and along Park Street each received “high priority” ratings, but were ranked a few votes lower in 
the “desirability” category.  Did the disparities in desirability and priority indicate that--while we’d like things to look 
pretty and we’d like more seating--we are not as willing to pursue those goals as we are enthusiastic about trails around 
the park and wild flowers? 
Fortunately for those of us who are wishful lazybones, our neighbor Ted Gregory, a landscape architect by training, has 
agreed to take responsibility for landscaping the flower bed in front of Spurlock Park sign.  Way to go Ted!  We all thank 
you, especially since we seem to lack the energy to make it a priority of our own.
Items that were rated both lower in desirability and priority included painting the sewer pipe, expanding playground 
equipment, and creating a community vegetable garden. Even lower were a small stage for imaginative play and 
decorative boulders in the swale.  Many other suggestions were offered and perhaps can be included in future surveys.
Those of you who were willing to contribute planning, sweat and muscle time should expect the Parks Committee to 
call on you in the future.  We greatly appreciate the time and thought that each of you gave to fill out the survey. We 
hope you know that there is no claim by this survey to scientific accuracy.  If you want the full results, e-mail Sally Lehr 
at sally1704@sbcglobal.net.

Trails Along Brays Bayou @ Idylwood
Submitted by Frank Lovoi, Chair, Idylwood Brays Bayou Committee
At the May 2008 Idylwood Civic Club meeting, Ms. Diane Schenke, an Idylwood resident and Executive Director of The 
Park People, gave a presentation about a Park People initiative that she is directing that will build trails along Brays 
Bayou.  With this initiative, as the Harris County Flood Control District (HCFCD) completes their work widening the 
bayou in order to abate further flooding, the Park People will come behind HCFCD to fill in the areas where trails do not 
currently exist.  The majority of the trails that will be built by The Park People are from the mouth of the ship channel @ 
Broadway to the University of Houston (a total of approximately 5.5 miles of trail).
The Park People are interested in furnishing the trial with amenities that meet the needs of those people who will be 
most affected by the trails – the communities that border the trail.  To that end, on Saturday, 14 June 2008, The Park 
People held a public meeting at Mason Park that was attended by approximately 25 residents and community leaders.  
In addition to myself, also representing Idylwood residents at that meeting were Adrian de la Cerda and Laura Ward (N. 
MacGregor) and Lloyd Luco, Barney Giesen, Keith Hamm and Maggie Mottesheard ( all Meadowlawn residents).  
Working together, the group identified amenities that we believe are important, and then we prioritized those amenities.  
Here’s is what we decided on (in order of priority).  I’m sure Diane Schenke would be delighted to hear your ideas about 
the trails.  You can reach her at the following email address:  dschenke@parkpeople.org.

1). Emergency markers (so that in the event of an emergency along the trail, you can be located) 2). Water fountains 
3). Lighting 4). Removal of rubbish from along the banks of the bayou 5). Restrooms 6). Historic markers on trail        
7). Public art 8). Make trailhead @ Broadway safe 9). Kayak/canoe launch 10). Trees 11). Dog run



IIIIDYLWOOD DYLWOOD DYLWOOD DYLWOOD NNNNEWSEWSEWSEWS
July 2008July 2008July 2008July 2008

Diatomaceous Earth For Flea and Pest Control
What is Diatomaceous Earth?

Diatomaceous earth is a remarkable, all-natural product made from tiny fossilized water plants. Diatomaceous Earth is 
a naturally occurring siliceous sedimentary mineral compound from microscopic skeletal remains of unicellular algae-
like plants called diatoms. These plants have been part of the earth's ecology since prehistoric times. 30 million years 
ago the diatoms built up into deep, chalky deposits of diatomite. The diatoms are mined and ground up to render a 
powder that looks and feels like talcum powder to us. It is a mineral based pesticide. DE is approximately 3% 
magnesium, 33% silicon, 19% calcium, 5% sodium, 2% iron and many other trace minerals such as titanium, boron, 
manganese, copper and zirconium. Diatomaceous Earth is a natural (not calcined or flux calcined) compound. 
Diatomaceous Earth is a natural grade diatomite. However, the continual breathing of any dust should he absolutely 
avoided. (Considered safe for pets and people)

How does it work?

To insects DE is a lethal dust with microscopic razor sharp edges. These sharp edges cut through the insect's 
protective covering drying it out and killing them when they are either dusted with DE or if it applied as a wet-able 
powder spray. If they ingest the DE it will shred their insides.

What insects can DE be used for?

Diatomaceous Earth may be used as a barrier to control adult flea beetles, sawfly, coddling moth, twig borer, thrips, 
mites, cockroach, slugs, snails and many other insects such as: Aphids, thrips, earwigs, silverfish, and ants. Can be 
used for bedbugs, cabbage root flies, carrot root flies, fleas, pillbugs, ticks and is helpful in dealing with fungus gnats. 

(Can be ordered at various places online. May also be available at Buchanans on 11th or Wabash on Washington.)

July Civic Club Meeting submitted by Maggie Mottesheard

At the request of residents who attended the June civic club meeting, representatives from METRO (the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority) and the East End Chamber of Commerce,  will make presentations about the new Metro light rail line 
(the East End Line) on which construction will soon begin.  Specifically, they will speak on the service and inspection 
facility (S&I) that is part of METRO’s development plan.  Each organization will make a 10 minute presentation, 
followed by questions and comments from residents.
Also, the newly elected Election Committee (Hugo Banda, Chair, Nancy Doyle and Lee Barcácel) will make a 
presentation about the upcoming election of civic club officers and directors.

Reporting Crimes submitted by Evelyn Flores

One of the effective conduits our neighborhood has for obtaining additional public safety resources (i.e., more HPD 
and/or HC Precinct 6 Constable patrols) is the East End Chamber of Commerce Crime Awareness Committee. Mr. 
Larry Lipton, who chairs this committee, has asked that Idylwood residents send him information about crimes that 
occur in our neighborhood. The committee, in turn, will compile this information and work on Idylwood’s behalf to make 
sure that it comes to the attention of all law enforcement agencies that serve our area.

If you are the victim of a crime or have first-hand knowledge of such crimes, would you please forward that information 
to Larry (his email address is: larry@liptonagency. com.)?

Both HPD and Victor Trevino’s Precinct 6 Constables have been very responsive to the public safety concerns of 
Idylwood residents, however, I believe that compiling crime information and speaking directly with these agencies will 
benefit Idylwood.
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If you would like specifics of the times, street, and block numbers 
where these incidents occurred, email idylwoodeditor@yahoo.com

Thanks to Copy.Com for              their generous discount.

Idylwood Civic ClubIdylwood Civic ClubIdylwood Civic ClubIdylwood Civic Club
President: Maggie Mottesheard, Meadowlawn, 

mmottesheard@earthlink.net

VP: officer resigned. W Thiessen filling in until next 
election

Secretary: Albert Tijerina, Park, 
albert.tijerina@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer: Jeff Klemm, Merry 
jeffklemm@hotmail.com

Directors:

Barney Giesen, Meadowlawn
barneygiesen@sbcglobal.net

David Bensey, Park, bensey@swbell.net

Don Fox, Wildwood dafoxy1@comcast.net

Kevin Roberts, Idylwood 
kevinroberts13@sbcglobal.net

Diane Kopfensteiner, Fairfield
dkopfensteiner@houston.rr.com

Paul Leggett, Merry paul_d_leggett@hotmail.com

Frank Lovoi, N. MacGregor (no email)

Russell Millar, Park rempilot@sbcglobal.net

Wendy Thiessen, Sylvan
wendy@thehoustonrealtor.com

Lawrence Curry, Meadowlawn, 
curry6734@sbcglobal.net

Jan Flowers, Sylvan, auntjanflowers@yahoo.com

Idylwood Civic Club Association
P.O. Box 9225

Houston, Tx 77261-9225
www.Idylwood-Houston.org

Groups.yahoo.com/group/Idylwood_Neighbors
Newsletter Editor: Wendy Thiessen

idylwoodeditor@yahoo.com
Crime Reporting:

Constable Victor Trevino
(713) 923-9156 Ask for Lt. Ellis

Or HPD non-emergency (713) 884-3131
Officer Trejo (713) 928-4631

Animal Control:
(713) 229-7300 (new number)
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Bohemeo's Breakfast Exchange
When: Event Starts: 7/1/2008 08:00 AM PST
Price: FREE Admission
Where: Bohemeo's Restaurant
708 Telephone Road
Houston, TX
Notes:
This is where YOU are the speaker! Give a 60 second 
commercial on YOUR business to more than 50 prospective 
customers and receive contact information on everyone 
present!
Complimentary breakfast provided by Bohemeo's!
Register at www.eecoc.org (East End Chamber website)


