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May Yard of the Month 
This month we are pleased to award the YOM sign to 
Jennifer Hooper and David Dent at 6701 Wildwood 
Way.  Once a basic bungalow on a highly-visible corner 
lot, Jennifer and David have gone all out to transform 
it into a warm and inviting place to hang out and chat 
with neighbors. 

 

Questions or Concerns about Idylwood Deed 
Restrictions?  Email the Editor at 

IdylwoodEditor@yahoo.com and your email will be 

routed to the proper Board member 

Quarterly Real Estate 
Statistics for Idylwood 
During the first 4 months of 2005, 9 homes sold in 
Idylwood at prices ranging from $115,000 to $229,900, 
according to the Houston Association of Realtors 
(HAR) statistics.  The average sales price was $176,400 
and the price per square foot ranged from $56 to $137.  
The wide variance in price per square foot takes 
into account size, condition and location.   

Currently there are 12 properties on the market in 
Idylwood, 4 of which have contracts.  Toni C. Nelson, 
HAR Chairperson says Houston is “maintaining the 
steady growth that we have seen over the last few 
years.”  For more information about the local real 
estate scene, contract Judy and Chris Berno at 
281/670-1900 (office) or at home 713/923-6935.   

The Newsletter is a monthly publication of the 
Idylwood Civic Club.  Articles and ideas relevant to our 
area may be sent to the Editor at 
IdylwoodEditor@yahoo.com.  Deadline for the June 
Newsletter is May 29, 2005. 

Introducing Our New Editor
I would like to introduce everyone to Jeff Mollhagen, 
who along with his wife Amber, have lived with their two 
children on Rockbridge for the past two-and-a-half years.  
Jeff is a Spanish teacher at San Jacinto College and 
Amber is the Director of Admissions at UH’s Graduate 
School of Social Work.  I would like to thank Jeff for 
taking over the reigns of the newsletter, and have assured 
him that his Idylwood neighbors will give him a couple of 
months to get up to speed.  Thanks Jeff! 

Chris Wright 

Outgoing VP and Editor 

Civic Club Meeting May 9, 
7:00pm—Special Topic:  
Discarding Household 
Hazardous Waste 
Have you ever cleaned out your garage or house and, 
without knowing the harm they may cause, placed items 
in the regular trash that are considered Household 
Hazardous Wastes (HHW)?  According to the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality, the average 
American household generates 15 pounds of HHW 
annually, and many households dispose of it improperly. 

Want to learn more about household hazardous wastes 
and how they should be discarded?  Attend the May Civic 
Club meeting, and find out all you need to know to help 
keep our city’s sanitation workers safe and reduce the 
contamination of your drinking water supply. 

Please come get involved and meet your neighbors!   
Directions to the Eastside Substation:  Go east on 
Lawndale to 75th Street and turn left. Turn right at the 
third street past Harrisburg, (Sherman). The HPD 
Eastside Substation is on the left side of Sherman about 
half way between 75th and 76th Streets. 
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Home Security 
Kevin Roberts, Director, Idylwood Dr 

Many of you came to the January Civic Club meeting to 
be briefed on home security, but unfortunately our 
speaker had a family emergency that day and could not 
attend.  We were able to arrange for the speaker to 
return, but confirmation was made after the newsletter 
went to print.  The points from HPD Officer Archie 
Chapman’s presentation are below. 

Officer Chapman informed us that most burglaries are 
drug related, as the thief usually takes small items from 
the residence and trades them for drugs, or pawns 
them for money to buy drugs. 

He stated that the best method for deterring home 
burglary is for neighbors to watch each other’s houses.  
He suggested that you ask a neighbor to watch for 
suspicious activity around your house if you are going 
out of town, or will be away for an extended period of 
time. 

Officer Chapmen also said that we should NOT be 
afraid to report suspicious activity or people around 
our neighbors’ houses, whether we have been asked to 
watch the house or not.  He has investigated many 
cases where a neighbor saw the thief coming and going 
from the house, but didn’t report it because they were 
not sure if the person lived there. 

Meet your surrounding neighbors.  By knowing your 
neighbors, you will have a better idea of who “should” 
be around the property. 

Should your home be burglarized, the best way to 
recover stolen property is to have the serial numbers of 
the “big ticket” electronics and other items written 
down and in a safe place.  Some form of identification 
must be given to the pawn shop when pawning items 
and thieves are usually caught pawn shops alert HPD 
of pawned stolen property.  HPD provides local pawn 
shops with the serial numbers of the reported stolen 
property. 

Finally, if you think that the thief may have left 
fingerprints, you must ask the investigating officer to 
fingerprint.  They will not do so unless asked.  Be 
warned, however, that fingerprint dust is a very fine, 
dark gray dust, and is not easily cleaned off of surfaces.  
You should put down old sheets or towels in the area 
they will fingerprint, or risk getting the dust on your 
belongings.

Special Attachment:  
Idylwood’s History 
Nancy Doyle (Lindy Ln) was nice enough to bring this 1978 
article to our attention.  We thought it would be proper to 
include it for new (post-1978!) residents.  We hope you enjoy 
this little bit of Idylwood history!  If you have some history of 
your own to add, contact us at Idylwoodeditor@yahoo.com.   

 Idylwood Sees Increased 
Traffic Patrol 
Kevin Roberts, Director, Idylwood Dr 

The Civic Club asked HPD to increase the frequency of its 
traffic patrol in Idylwood in an attempt to reduce the number 
of motorists suspected of speeding and running stop signs as 
they cut through our neighborhood.  We have seen more 
HPD and Precinct 6 Constable patrols driving through our 
neighborhood lately.  The Civic Club Board wanted to make 
residents aware so that you can ensure you are following all 
traffic laws and are not given a ticket as a result of our request 
for increased patrol. 

Important Dates: 
Heavy Trash (2nd Monday of 
month) 

May 9 

Recycling (every other Monday) May 9 & 23 

Civic Club (2nd Monday of month- 
HPD Eastside Substation) 

May 9 at 7:00pm 

 

SuperNeighborhood (2nd Tuesday 
of month—Villa de Matel Dubios 
Ctr) 

May 10 at 6:30 pm 

The Garden Club, See signs for 
location; 713-928-5044 

May 7, 10:00am 

Important Phone Numbers: 
Police (Emergency) 911 

Police (Non-Emergency (713) 222-3131 

Constable (Faster than HPD at times) (713) 923-9156, ask for
Dispatch 

City of Houston service helpline 311 

Fire Department (713) 227-2323 

Graffiti Abatement (713) 928-9916 




